
THE SAT JEWEL 
 
 
 

Key Concepts for the SAT I Critical Reading 
 
I. Sentence Completions 
 
 

Structure: 19 questions, divided into sets of 5, 6, and 8. 
Organization: Ascending order of difficulty 

 
Tip #1: Identify the Context Clues 
 
Every sentence completion problem will contain a key word or phrase that will serve as a clue to the word in the blank.  Pay 
special attention to the words in the sentence that share the same part of speech as the word in the blank. 
 
Example:  
Because the students found the professor’s lecture to be enlightening and enjoyable, they were quite ---- to attend his class. 
 
In this case, the word in the blank is an adjective, so we look at the two other adjectives in the sentence: enlightening and 
enjoyable.  These are our context clues.  Logically, we can determine that they would be “willing” or “eager” to attend his 
class. 
 
Tip #2: Identify the Sentence Relationships 
 
There are three key relationship types: 

1) Support 
2) Contrast 
3) Cause and Effect 

 
Support words like and, in addition, or that is indicate that the context clue in the sentence should be similar to the word in 
the blank. 
 
Example: 
The training program for an Air Force pilot is so grueling and ---- that only a few candidates ever make it past the first six 
months of training. 
 
The context clue is the word grueling.  The word “and” allows us to determine that the word would be similar in meaning to 
grueling, but not necessarily an exact synonym.  Words like “arduous” or “rigorous” would be good fits in this situation. 
 
Contrast words like although, but, or however indicate that the context clue will be opposite in meaning to the word in the 
blank. 
 
Example: 
Although Elisha was normally a responsible and diligent student, her recent prolonged illness had caused her grades to ---- 
significantly. 
 



For this problem, we know from the word “although” that the first clause of the sentence contains clues that will be opposite 
of the missing word in the second clause.  If she were normally responsible and diligent, the word in the blank would be 
opposite, so a word like “deteriorated” or “suffered” would be appropriate. 
 
Cause and effect words, such as because, so, or therefore, indicate that one clause in the sentence should be the cause 
and the other clause should be the effect.  We find the answer to the missing blank by logically determining the missing 
cause or effect. 
 
Example: 
Han never developed into the ---- writer that most people predicted from his earlier successes because he lacked the 
discipline to focus his energies and produce truly exceptional work. 
 
For this sentence, we are given the cause: “he lacked the discipline to focus his energies and produce truly exceptional 
work.”  This means that he probably turned out to be a mediocre writer.  The first clause also contains the word “never,” 
which indicates that, had he possessed the energy and discipline, he would have been an “exceptional” or “acclaimed” 
writer, which is the effect that we are looking for. 
 
Tip #3: Determine the Connotation of the Missing Word 
 
Words will often have either a positive or negative connotation.  For instance, a word like malevolent should have a negative 
connotation and a word like felicitous should have a positive connotation.  In many problems, we can determine whether the 
word in the blank should be positive or negative.  Once this is determined, we can then eliminate the words with a 
connotation opposite of the one we predicted. 
 
Example: 
Once an institution with a reputation for integrity and excellence, the school had deteriorated into ---- place under the 
leadership of the new principal. 
 
For this problem, we can determine that the word in the blank should be negative because of the word “deteriorated.” 
 
Let’s see which choices would make sense: 
 

(A) an ethical ( + ) 
(B) a remarkable ( + ) 
(C) a mediocre ( - ) 
(D) an incontrovertible ( + ) 
(E) an exemplary ( + ) 

 
In this case, only (C) fits the expected connotation and works with the given clue. 
 
II. Paragraph and Long Passage Reading 
 

Structure: 48 total questions, with 40 divided into 4 long passages, and 8 divided into 4 short paragraphs. 
Organization: Sequential (based on the order of the passage) 

 
Tip #1: Find the Main Idea 
 
The key motivation for reading any SAT reading passage should be to find the main idea of the passage.  This can be 
accomplished by focusing your attention on the areas in which the main idea can be found.  Here is a list of the parts of the 
passage on which you should focus most of your attention: 
 

1) Italicized introduction 
2) First two sentences of the first paragraph 



3) Last sentence of the first paragraph 
4) First and last sentence of every subsequent paragraph 

 
By focusing your attention on these key areas and skimming through most of the details and supporting information, you 
should be able to get a clear idea of what any passage is about.  This is crucial, since most of the questions will directly or 
indirectly require your knowledge of the author’s main argument in order for you to answer the questions correctly. 
 
Tip #2: Answer Fact Questions by Developing a Search Radius 
 
Most fact questions you will encounter on the SAT require you to support your answer with information derived directly from 
the passage.  In this way, the SAT Critical Reading is a lot like an open-book test.  Here are a couple of strategies to finding 
the information in the right place. 
 
1) When given a line reference (ex. “in lines 23-36”), it is best to begin reading the sentence before the reference and a 

sentence or two after.  This gives you the proper context with which to evaluate the quote in relation to the rest of the 
paragraph. 

2)  If you are not given a line reference, look for a key word or phrase that you can easily recognize from the passage.  If 
there is no such word or phrase, you can also look for the information based on the order of the question in relation to 
other questions in the set.  For instance, if you are dealing with the 4th question in a set of 9 questions, then the 
information to support your answer should be right in the middle of the passage itself.  If it is the last question, it is most 
likely at the end of the passage. 

 
 
Tip #3: Find Out How You Work Best: Questions First or Passage First? 
 
There are a number of theories of how to effectively address the critical reading passages.  No one technique can fit best for 
all students, but here is an overview of each key strategy. 
 

1) Read the passage first, focusing on finding the main idea.  This is probably the default strategy that most students 
should use, and one that will give you the greatest understanding of the entire passage.  First skim the passage, 
focusing mostly on discovering the author’s main point or argument.  Then, answer each fact or detail question by 
going back and reading the text more closely on your second reading of the passage.  This strategy is best for 
greatest overall accuracy but is also the most time-consuming. 

 
2) Read the passage as segments.  This strategy works by reading a paragraph at a time and answering any 

questions that you can answer based on your limited reading.  Remember that the questions are in sequential 
order, so they should coincide with your reading of the passage.  You should, however, save any questions that 
deal with the entire passage until you have read the entire passage.  This strategy works extremely well for 
historical or scientific passages because of their organization, but it is ill suited for fictional or biographical 
passages. 

 
3) Read the questions first and mine the passage for answers.  This strategy is most effective if you find yourself 

running out of time or encounter a passage that is rather difficult or confusing.  The accuracy level drops 
dramatically because you do not have a complete understanding of the passage, but it is better than reading a 
passage and finding out that you have too little time to effectively answer all the questions.  Focus first on the 
vocabulary questions, since these can be answered with minimal reading of the passage. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
Error Types for SAT Writing Section 
 
 

Error Rules Examples 

Pronoun Case 1)  Nominative: I, you, he, she, it, we, they, who, whoever 
are used for: 

a) subject 
b) predicate nominative 
(watch out for linking verbs) 

2)  Objective: me, you, him, her, it, us, them, whom, 
whomever are used for: 

a) direct object 
b) indirect object 
c) object of the preposition 
(pronoun after prep. is objective) 

3)  Possessive: my, your, his, her, its, our, their, whose are 
used for: 

a) ownership or possession 
b) special rule: pronoun + gerund will always be 

possessive 
4)  Watch out for elliptical expressions: 
(Complete the thought after comparisons with “than” or “as”) 

The winners of the contest will be they. 
 
 
 
 
According to Daniel and him, Alice should be 
coming home next week. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I was quite upset at his leaving so early. 
 
 
We realized that we are not as talented as 
they (are). 

Pronoun 
Agreement 

1)  Pronouns must always agree with their antecedent 
 
2)  Relative pronouns (who, whom, that, when, where) must 
always agree with the antecedent, which is usually the 
preceding word. 

Every one of the students must bring his or her 
calculators for the Algebra final. 
 
They are the representatives who were 
chosen to go to the convention. 

Pronoun 
Consistency 

1)  Keep the use of pronouns consistent when referring to 
the same antecedent. 

You can succeed in life if you try your best. 
 

Pronoun Clarity 1)  When a pronoun is used that has no clear antecedent or 
can refer to more than one antecedent, it is wrong. 
2)   Watch out for possessives, since they can disguise the 
real antecedent. 

In the evening news, they told us about the 
airplane crash.  ►  specify who “they” are 
In all of Shakespeare’s stories, he uses very 
detailed character descriptions.  ► “he”? 

Subject-Verb 
Agreement 

1)  Ignore interrupting prepositional phrases and relative 
clauses, which merely separate the subject from its verb. 
2)  Remember that certain words are always singular and 
some are always plural. 
3)  “A number of” vs. “The number of” 
4)  Watch out for words that can be singular or plural: 
      some, none, all, any, most, more 
5)  Watch out for inverted order sentences, in which the 
subject comes after the verb.  The most notable of these are 
sentences that begin with “Here” or “There.” 
6)  In relative clauses, first find out the antecedent of your 
pronoun.  This will tell you if the pronoun is singular or 
plural. 

The story of the three bears is quite 
interesting. 
 
Every one of the students is here. 
 
The number of problems is quite manageable. 
 
 
There is a number of reasons why it is 
dangerous to ride a motorcycle without a 
helmet. 
 
I am one of those people who like spicy food. 

Verb Tense 1)  Know your six tenses:  



 
-Present 
-Past: used for definite time: has a specified time for when 
the action occurred (action has ended). 
-Future 
-Present Perfect: 
      a)  indefinite time: time not specified 
      b)  continuing action: action or condition started in past  
            and continues to the present 
-Past Perfect: used to compare two actions in the past, with 
the word “had” indicating the earlier of the two. 
-Future Perfect: used to compare two actions in the future, 
with the words “will have” indicating the earlier of the two. 
 
2)  Pick active rather than passive whenever possible 
3)  Know the subjunctive use of verbs in English, esp. in 
contrary to fact statements. 
4)  Distinguish between the perfect infinitive vs. present 
infinitive (Ex. to have played vs. to play) 

 
 
In 1994, Patrick graduated from high school. 
 
 
 
We have been working on this material for the 
past eight weeks. 
 
I suddenly remembered that I had left the door 
to my apartment unlocked. 
 
 
 
 
If I had known about the party, I would have 
gone. 

Verb Form 2)  Know your verb forms: 
-Don’t confuse the form of past tense verbs with their past 
participles (the one that goes with has/had/have) 

Tommy had ran around the track three times 
before he finally decided to rest.  ►  “run” 

Parallelism 1)  When three or more things are listed in a sentence, 
always check for parallelism. 
2)  Anything after correlatives should be parallel 
 

The job description called for filing 
applications, typing reports, and occasionally 
coffee to be made.  ►  “making coffee” 

Logical 
Comparisons 

1)  Make sure you are logically comparing similar things to 
each other.  “Apples to oranges” rule 

Debra was amazed to discover that her score 
was lower than John.  ►  “John’s” 

Double Negative 1)  Never have a word of negation (no, not, without, etc.) 
next to one of these three: 
hardly, barely, scarcely 

The general was glad that his army took 
control of the town without hardly any 
opposition.  ► 
“with hardly”  or “without” 

Adjective vs. 
Adverb 

1)  Adjectives are used to modify nouns 
2)  Adverbs are used to modify verbs, adjectives, and other 
adverbs. 

The slow moving car still did some damage 
when it collided with the van.  ►  “slowly” 

Diction 1)  Watch out for commonly confused words.  Other than the 
words in the lists you have already learned, simply look for 
awkward-sounding “vocabulary” words that don’t seem to fit. 

I went to the office supply store to buy some 
stationary for my boss.  ►  “stationery” 

Idiomatic 
Preposition Usage 

1)  Any time a preposition is underlined, check to see if it 
“sounds right.”   

Larry prefers vanilla more than strawberry. 

Number Agreement 1)  Make sure that your nouns logically match in number. More and more students are studying at 
universities to be a computer consultant. 
►  “computer consultants” 

Correlatives 1)  Watch out for these common correlatives and make sure 
they go together: 
(neither…nor…) (either…or…) (not only…but also…) 
(as…as…) (more…than…) (between…and…) 

Neither the blue shirt or the red one is suitable 
for the reception.  ►  “nor” 

Dangling or 
Misplaced Modifier 

1)  Make sure that phrases are as close as possible to the 
word that the phrase is modifying. 

We saw a brown bear driving through the state 
park yesterday. 

Run-on sentence/ 
Comma Splice 

1)  A run-on is a fusing of two independent sentences with 
no punctuation whatsoever. 
2)  A comma splice is a fusing of two independent 

George did not know that she was coming, he 
was still in the shower when she arrived. 
►  replace the comma with a semicolon 



sentences with just a  comma. 
Ways to correct: 
a)  Make into two separate sentences 
b)  Add a comma and a coordinating conjunction 
c)  Add a semicolon 
d)  Rewrite to make one sentence into a phrase 

Sentence 
Fragment 

1)  A sentence must contain a subject and a verb, and it 
must express a complete thought. 
2)  Remember that a participle or a gerund may look like a 
verb, but it no longer functions as a verb. 

The frenzied mob shouting loudly outside the 
Parliament building.  ►  “shouted” 

Subordination or 
Coordination Error 

1)  Make sure that you use the appropriate conjunction in 
the sentence.  They can be classified into support (and), 
contrast (but), and cause & effect (so) 
2)  Coordinating conjunctions (FANBOYS) cannot be used 
after a semicolon. 

I studied for my Biology exam for days, so I 
found it quite hard.  ►  “but” 

Redundancy 1)  Eliminate any redundant words or phrases. We must cooperate together if we are to 
succeed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE HELPFUL HALF-DOZEN 
 
 

1. Add the numbers in a ratio together to find the appropriate denominator. 
 

a. The ratio of boys to girls in a math class is 3 to 5. What fraction of the class do the girls compose? If there 
are 24 students in the class, how many boys are in the class? 

 

Explanation:  The numbers in the ratio are 3 and 5, and 3 + 5 = 8.  Change the ratio from 3 : 5 to 
3

8

5

8
: .  

The second ratio is another way of saying that three-fifths of the students are boys and five-eighths of the 

students are girls.  In order to determine the number of boys in the class just multiply 24 by 
3

8
, which will 

give an answer of 9 boys. 
 

b. The ratio of boys to girls in a history class is 5 to 7.  If there are 35 boys in the class, what is the total 
enrollment of the class? 

 
Explanation:  The numbers in the ratio are 5 and 7, and 5 + 7 = 12.  Change the ratio from 5 : 7 to 

5

12

7

12
: .  Five-twelfths of the students in the  class are boys, and there are 35 boys total.  All you have to 

do is set x equal to the total enrollment in the class, and then solve the equation 
5

12
35x = .  This will 

lead to a final answer of x = 84 students total. 
 
 

2.  When appropriate, look to solve for the entire expression before solving for each individual variable. 
  
a. If 4x + 12y = 36, what is x + 3y?  Don’t even try to solve for x, or y for that matter.  Factor the left side 

of the equation completely, then divide both sides by 4, resulting in x + 3y = 9. 
 

b. If 
x y z

z

+ +
= 5 , then what is x + y? 

 
Explanation:  Multiply both sides of the original equation by z, resulting in the equation x + y + z = 5z.  Now 
just subtract z from both sides of this equation resulting in x + y + z – z = 5z – z, or x + y = 4z. 

 
c. If a + b = 7, b + c = 8, and a + c = 11, then what is a + b + c?   

 
Explanation:  Add all three equations together, resulting in 2a + 2b + 2c = 26; then divide both sides of the 
resulting equation by 2, resulting in a final answer of a + b + c = 13. 

 
 

3. An extension of the concept covered in #2c above:  If adding the equations does not clarify the problem, try 
subtracting one equation from the other and see if this helps clarify the problem. 

 

a.  If 3x – 4y = 11 and 2x – 5y = −12, what is x + y? 



  

 Explanation:  First, add the equations together—resulting in 5x – 9y = −1.   
Unfortunately, this doesn’t help us any.  So now try subtracting the second equation from the first 
equation—resulting in x + y = 23.  We are done!  

 
b.  If 4x + 5y = 19 and 7x + 2y = 13, what is x – y? 

 
Explanation:  First, add the equation together—resulting in 11x + 7y = 32, which doesn’t help us any.  So 

now try subtracting the first from the second, resulting in 3x – 3y = −6.  Now divide both sides of this 

equation by 3, resulting in our final answer of x – y = −−−−2. 
 
 
       4.  Determining areas of sectors and lengths of arcs in a circle. 
 

      a. Area of an x°-sector of a circle with area A: 
x

A
360

•  

 

      b. Arc-length of an x°-sector of a circle with circumference C: 
x

C
360

•      

 

Example: Given that the radius of the circle below is 6 cm, find the area and the arc length of the 60° 
sector of the circle. 

 
 
 

  60o 
 
 
 
 

Explanation:  First, determine the area and circumference of the whole circle.  The area will be 36π cm2 

and the circumference will be 12π cm.  Now, realize the sector and arc-length span 60 degrees of the total 

360 degrees in the circle.  
60

360
 reduces to 

1

6
.  Therefore, the area of the sector will be 

1

6
 of the circle’s 

area, or 
1

6
•36π = 6ππππ cm2, and the arc-length will be 

1

6
 of the circle’s circumference, or 

1

6
•12π = 2ππππ 

cm. 
 
 

5. The T =
A B

A B

×

+
 formula 

Any problem of this type, which involves two people (or machines) performing the same task at different rates of 
speed, can be solved using the given simple formula.  All you have to do is to set A = the first amount of time and B 
= the second amount of time, then plug and chug. 

 
Example:  If Mac can mow the lawn in 20 minutes and Zack can mow the same lawn in 10 minutes, how long 
would it take them to mow the lawn if they worked together? 
 



Explanation:  Set A = 20 and B = 10, and plug these values into the 
A B

A B

×

+
 formula.  This will result in 

20 10

20 10

200

30
6

2

3

×

+
= =  minutes. 

 
 

6. Whenever the actual quantities in a problem are unknown, but the relationship between each quantity is know (e.g. 
“you have twice as many blue as green…”) determine which one you have the least of and set that quantity equal 
to 1 to help simplify the problem. 

 
Example:  A candy jar contains grape, cherry, orange, and lemon candies; these are the only flavors in the jar.  
There are twice as many grape candies as cherry candies. There are twice as many cherry candies as orange 
and lemon candies combined.  If there are three times as many orange candies as lemon candies, what’s the 
probability that a candy drawn at random from the jar will be an orange candy?   
 
Explanation:  The first thing you must figure out in this problem is which flavor candies you have the fewest of.  
Reading the problem, you know you have more grape than cherry, more cherry than orange or lemon, and 
more orange than lemon.  Thus, you have the fewest number of lemon candies.  Set the number of lemon 
candies equal to 1.  You have three times as many orange candies as lemon candies, so the number of 
orange candies will be 3.  You have twice as many cherry candies as orange and lemon candies combined, so 
the number of cherry candies will be two times (3 + 1) or 8.  Lastly, you have twice as many grape candies as 
cherry candies, so the number of grape candies will be 16.  The total number of candies will then be #grape + 
#cherry + #orange + #lemon = 16 + 8 + 3 + 1 = 28 candies total.  
 

The probability of drawing an orange candy = 
# _ _

_ # _

of orange candies

total of candies
=

3

28
.     

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

THE TIMED ESSAY 
 
SAT timed writing is significantly different from typical classroom essay writing and should be treated as a separate skill. 
Timed writing for the SAT is, by the very nature of its format, inherently limited and limiting. Its function is to test specific 
organizational, substantive and grammatical/ mechanical skills, and is not designed to evaluate an in-depth explication of a 
topic. 
 
The essay is basically a tool to help measure how well you can evaluate an issue, then develop and communicate your point 
of view. The essay is your opportunity to show off those invaluable critical thinking skills you’ve been honing since 
Kindergarten. 
 
Essentially, you’ll need to provide a four-to-five paragraph thesis-driven response to a paragraph-long statement, and 
substantiate it using good, old-fashioned, solid rhetoric and one or more examples from ‘literature, the arts, science and 
technology, current events, or your own experience or observations.’  
 
You’ll only have twenty-five minutes in which to do this. 
 
Two readers will score each essay. Each reader will assign the essay a score ranging from 1 to 6, with 6 being the highest. 
Two successive scores of 6 is “The Perfect 12.”  
 
A score of 12 doesn’t mean that the essay is perfect. Many essays with perfect scores have minor grammatical, usage, and 
mechanical errors. 
 
Essays will be scored in what the College Board calls a ‘Holistic approach,’ which means that your work is evaluated as a 
whole. If your essay is well structured, well developed, and well written, the essay will leave the reader with a favorable 
impression that will likely outweigh an occasional misspelling or grammatical error.  
 
This is what you need to have before you walk into the room. 
  
Extensive knowledge of two or three works of Literature that contain more than one theme, e.g. Animal Farm, War of the 
Worlds, Hamlet, Lord of the Flies – whatever works you loved in your high school English class. Once you’ve more chosen, 
reread and research.  
 
Also review a period in History that you can discuss intelligently from more than one perspective. This includes significant 
historical figures or events. Don’t rely on what you remember from last year’s 7th period World History class, reread and 
research – just because you watched a History Channel special doesn’t make you an expert.  
 
A solid working knowledge of current events as analyzed from more than one perspective. This means you’re going to 
have to check out more than one source – read several newspapers and journals from major metropolitan areas (usually 
available on-line) that cover the issue or event you’ve chosen. Better yet, if you speak another language fluently, also 
research coverage in that language from reputable periodicals of that nation. If English is your only language, consider the 
perspective as covered via U.K., Canadian, and Australian journals. 
 
A personal account, as long as this account is applicable to the prompt and clearly illustrates a shift or growth in 
perspective. The most common mistake with this strategy is the use of a merely amusing anecdote in lieu of a poignant 



event that had an influence on the student’s life and can be clearly related to the context of the prompt. In general, using 
examples from literature or history will garner you a higher score than using a personal account. 
 
First, determine what the prompt is actually asking of you. Take a position that is refined enough to address within the 
time restraints. That means a FOCUSED thesis. 
 
Then, determine how you can best support your position via one of your areas of expertise. IMPORTANT – if you find that 
your examples are better suited to supporting a different position, choose that one.  For the purposes of this essay it is far 
more important to have strong support and development than it is to support the position with which you happen to agree. 
 
This process should take the form of a brief outline. We use the term outline loosely – it’s simply whatever means you 
choose to organize your information before you begin your essay. We suggest that you jot down an outline in this particularly 
svelte form: 
 
  Position: 
  Point One: 
  Point Two: 
  Conclusion: 

 
This process should take three minutes maximum and is more about organizing than thinking. The majority of your thinking 
should have been done outside of the classroom – when the proctor says “Begin,” there’s hardly enough time to write, let 
alone think. 
 
Allow yourself a minute at the end to scan your paper for errors. Don’t be afraid to cross out words or even entire sentences 
if you have to. It’s true, everything counts, but some things count more than others. You should be focused on structure, 
substance, and style in that order. Neatness and penmanship finish a distant fourth and fifth. 
 
 
Practice. Practice. Practice. Practice cranking off 20-25 minute essays on any subject at the drop of a hat. Not only do you 
need to get familiar with the time constraints, but you need to practice addressing the prompts from one of your areas of 
expertise. Follow the first essay by writing another that supports the opposite opinion. Remember, practice doesn’t make 
perfect; perfect practice makes perfect. Cast a cool and critical eye on your essays after you’ve written them. Wait at least a 
day before you evaluate your own work, just to allow yourself some perspective. Have your parents, teachers and friends 
evaluate your essays according to the College Board Rubric, and ask them to be ruthless; truly ruthless editors are the best 
friends a writer can have. 
 
 
COLLEGE BOARD SCORING RUBRIC 
 
SCORE OF 6 
An essay in this category is outstanding, demonstrating clear and consistent mastery, although it may have a few minor 
errors. A typical essay  
Effectively and insightfully develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates outstanding critical thinking, using clearly 
appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position  
Is well organized and clearly focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth progression of ideas  
Exhibits skillful use of language, using a varied, accurate, and apt vocabulary  
Demonstrates meaningful variety in sentence structure  
Is free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics  
 
SCORE OF 5 
An essay in this category is effective, demonstrating reasonably consistent mastery, although it will have occasional errors 
or lapses in quality. A typical essay  



Effectively develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates strong critical thinking, generally using appropriate 
examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position  
Is well organized and focused, demonstrating coherence and progression of ideas  
Exhibits facility in the use of language, using appropriate vocabulary  
Demonstrates variety in sentence structure  
Is generally free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics  
 
SCORE OF 4 
An essay in this category is competent, demonstrating adequate mastery, although it will have lapses in quality. A typical 
essay  
Develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates competent critical thinking, using adequate examples, reasons, and 
other evidence to support its position  
Is generally organized and focused, demonstrating some coherence and progression of ideas  
Exhibits adequate but inconsistent facility in the use of language, using generally appropriate vocabulary  
Demonstrates some variety in sentence structure  
Has some errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics  
 
SCORE OF 3 
An essay in this category is inadequate, but demonstrates developing mastery, and is marked by one or more of the 
following weaknesses:  
Develops a point of view on the issue, demonstrating some critical thinking, but may do so inconsistently or use inadequate 
examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position  
Is limited in its organization or focus, but may demonstrate some lapses in coherence or progression of ideas  
Displays developing facility in the use of language, but sometimes uses weak vocabulary or inappropriate word choice  
Lacks variety or demonstrates problems in sentence structure  
Contains an accumulation of errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics  
 
SCORE OF 2 
An essay in this category is seriously limited, demonstrating little mastery, and is flawed by one or more of the following 
weaknesses:  
Develops a point of view on the issue that is vague or seriously limited, demonstrating weak critical thinking, providing 
inappropriate or insufficient examples, reasons, or other evidence to support its position  
Is poorly organized and/or focused, or demonstrates serious problems with coherence or progression of ideas  
Displays very little facility in the use of language, using very limited vocabulary or incorrect word choice  
Demonstrates frequent problems in sentence structure. Contains errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics so serious that 
meaning is somewhat obscured  
 
SCORE OF 1 
An essay in this category is fundamentally lacking, demonstrating very little or no mastery, and is severely flawed by one or 
more of the following weaknesses:  
Develops no viable point of view on the issue, or provides little or no evidence to support its position  
Is disorganized or unfocused, resulting in a disjointed or incoherent essay  
Displays fundamental errors in vocabulary  
Demonstrates severe flaws in sentence structure  
Contains pervasive errors in grammar, usage, or mechanics that persistently interfere with meaning  
 
SCORE OF 0 
Essays not written on the essay assignment will receive a score of zero.  
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 


